Clearing your browser's cache and cookies has several
benefits for both your privacy and browser performance.
Here's a breakdown of the key advantages.

Improved Browser Performance

L

Frees up storage: Over time, cached files and cookies can take up a significant amount of space on
your device. Clearing them helps free up storage, which can lead to faster loading times and

smoother browsing.

Eliminates outdated files: Cache stores versions of websites you've visited before to speed up
loading. However, this can cause issues if the cached versions are outdated or corrupted. Clearing
the cache forces the browser to fetch updated versions of websites, which can resolve loading or

formatting issues.

Enhanced Privacy and Security
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Clears tracking data: Websites use cookies to track your activity across the web. By clearing cookies,
you can reduce how much data websites and advertisers can collect about you, improving your

online privacy.

Prevents unauthorized access: Cookies can store login information and session data. If you share a
device or are concerned about someone else accessing your accounts, clearing cookies can prevent

unauthorized access to your accounts.

Protects against security vulnerabilities: Cookies can sometimes be used in malicious ways (e.g., for
cross-site scripting attacks). Regularly clearing them can reduce the risk of these security

vulnerabilities.

Resolves Website Functionality Issues

L

Fixes login and loading problems: Some websites might not load properly or allow you to log in due

to corrupted or outdated cookies or cached files. Clearing them can resolve these issues.

Prevents conflicts between stored data: If a website has been updated or changed its behavior, your
stored cookies and cache could cause conflicts that result in broken functionality, such as buttons not
working or pages not loading. Clearing them can ensure you are interacting with the most current

version of the site.



Reduces Personalization and Ads

+ Resets website preferences: Cookies store your preferences on websites (e.g., language settings,
items in shopping carts). Clearing them will reset these settings, which can be beneficial if you

want a fresh start.

¢ Lowers targeted ads: Cookies allow advertisers to track your online behavior and show you
targeted ads. Clearing cookies can reduce the amount of personalized advertising you see, though

ads may reappear once new cookies are set.

Improves Security on Shared Devices

¢ DProtects sensitive data: If you're using a shared or public device, clearing your cookies and cache
ensures that your browsing data, including login credentials and website activity, cannot be

accessed by the next user.

When to Clear Cache and Cookies

= If websites are not loading properly or seem slow.
= After a significant browser update or website update.
= To enhance your online privacy or security, especially after using public/shared devices.

= To free up storage space or improve browser speed.

By regularly clearing your cache and cookies, you can maintain a balance of good

browser performance, privacy, and security.
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